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St. Peter’s early Childhood Program

*Texas Pre-K Guidelines aligned with Archdiocese of San Antonio Early Childhood Education Standards (ASA)   and Creative Curriculum Goals and Objectives (CC)
I = Introduced              P = Practiced              M= Mastered

	  
	Language and Early Literacy
1

2

3
4
A. Listening Comprehension Skills

From birth, children begin learning by listening to the world around them. As their exposure increases, so does their understanding. Prekindergarten‐age children are able to comprehend with increasing accuracy what they hear in conversations and in stories read aloud. Children demonstrate understanding through their questions, comments, and actions. 
The child: 

II – Domain

A,B,C,… - Skills

1,2,3,… - Outcomes

a, b, c,… - Child Behaviors
**ASA 1.1, 1.2
**CC 38-43
 

 

 

 

II.A.1. Child shows understanding by responding appropriately. 

            The child:
 (a) has a multiple‐turn conversation with another person, listening in order 

        to extend or connect to an idea expressed by the other person.
 I    
P
P
M
 (b) responds to stories by asking and answering questions.
I
P
P
M
 (c) makes comments related to the topic being discussed.
I
P
P
M
 (d) responds before, during, and after stories read to the whole class, as well 

        as responding when read to in a small group.
I
P
P
M
 (e) follows a change in the morning activity schedule as described by the 

        teacher.
I
P
P
M
 (f) follows verbal directions.
I
P
P
M
 II.A.2. Child shows understanding by following two step oral directions and 

             usually follows three‐step directions. The child:
 (a) follows directions given by the teacher to “Please put your things away, 

        and then sit down on the carpet.”
I
P
P
M
 (b) responds to instructions given to the whole class 
I
P
P
M
 (c) repeats an instruction to a friend.
I
P
P
M
(d) follows directions on a tape or CD to perform various movements, or

       gestures.
I
P
P
M

(e) participates in games such as “Follow the Leader.”
I
P
P
M

  II.A.3. Child shows understanding of the new language being spoken by 

              English‐speaking teachers and peers (ELL). The child:
(a) follows a set of routines for activities and can make sense of what is

      happening.
I
P
P
M
(b) responds to consistent and simplified language when instructed in

      literacy activities and assignments.
I
P
P
M
 B. Speaking (Conversation) Skills

Prekindergarten children gain the ability to use language in a variety of settings and for a variety of reasons.  They become increasingly able to describe wants and needs, carry on a conversation with others, and share information with both peers and adults. The skill to engage others in conversations involves asking questions,

listening, and responding, as well as using verbal and nonverbal expressions. 

**ASA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3

**CC 38-43
II.B.1.  Child is able to use language for different purposes. The child:
  (a) requests help from a teacher to get a ball that went over the playground   

        fence.
I
P
P
M
 (b) tells a friend that she is angry about being pushed.
I
P
P
M
 (c) uses “please” and “thank you” appropriately.
I
P
P
M
 (d) participates in a discussion about magnets, making predictions about  

        what things the magnet will attract.
I
P
P
M
 (e) tells the class about a family trip to the zoo.
I
P
P
M
II.B.2. Child sometimes uses accepted language and style during   

            communication with familiar adults and children. The child:
 (a) enters an existing play situation, joining into the conversations in progress  
I
P
P
M
 (b) responds to both open-ended questions and questions with specific  

        answers 
I
P
P
M
 (c) initiates or terminates conversations appropriately.
I
P
P
M
  (d) engages in appropriate greeting and departing conversations.
I
P
P
M
II.B.3. Child provides appropriate information for various situations. The child:
 (a) answers questions from adults within the school, other than the   

         classroom teacher, such as a nurse.
I
P
P
M
 (b) asks the teacher for help in problem‐solving or with tasks such as tying a  

         shoe.
I
P
P
M
 (c) introduces herself to a new child in the class.
I
P
P
M
II.B.4. Child demonstrates knowledge of verbal conversational rules. The child:
 (a) participates in a conversation with a peer or adult, taking turns talking  

        and not interrupting.
I
P
P
M
 (b) waits until a teacher finishes a conversation with an adult before talking.
I
P
P
M
 (c) uses the appropriate tone of voice for the situation 
I
P
P
M
II.B.5. Child demonstrates knowledge of nonverbal conversational rules.        The child:
 (a) looks at a classmate as he discusses what he is going to build in the  

        construction center.
I
P
P
M
 (b) shows excitement by displaying wide open eyes and a smile when talking  

        about a family experience.
I
P
P
M
 (c) sits or stands an appropriate distance from a friend as they talk.
I
P
P
M
 (d) talks to the people in her vicinity, at her table or beside her on the

        carpet.
I
P
P
M
II.B.6. Child matches language to social contexts. The child:
 (a) moves close to a teacher and speaks quietly as classmates settle down for 

        a nap.
I
P
P
M
 (b) uses the title, “Mrs.” Or “Mr.” before a teacher’s name and refers to 

         classmates by first names.
I
P
P
M
 (c) follows the classroom rule regarding “quiet voices.”
I
P
P
M
 C. Speech Production Skills                                                    Young children must learn to vocalize, pronounce, and discriminate among the sounds of the alphabet and words of language. Although most children in prekindergarten can accurately perceive the difference between similar sounding words, they continue to acquire new sounds and may mispronounce words in their own speech. The ability to produce certain speech sounds such as /s/ and /r/ improves with age. 

**ASA 1.2, 1.3

**CC 38-43
II.C.1. Child’s speech is understood by both the teacher and other adults

in the school. The child:
 (a) speaks clearly enough so that the other adults in the school or a visitor

can understand what he is saying.
I
P
P
M
 (b) accurately gives a message from home to the teacher.
I
P
P
M
 (c) communicates in a way that others understand what is being said without 

        constantly having to ask, “What did you say?
I
P
P
M
II.C.2. Child perceives differences between similar sounding words. The child:
 (a) follows directions without confusion over the words heard.
I
P
P
M
 (b) points to the appropriate picture when prompted 
I
P
P
M
II.C.3. Child investigates and demonstrates growing understanding of the  

            sounds and intonation of the English language (ELL). The child:
 (a) participates in planned oral language activities.
I
P
P
M
 (b) plays with familiar songs using sounds substitution 
I
P
M
 (c) inserts sound play into the lyrics of a familiar song (highlights a

        particular sound, example /k/; works with the rhymes in the "Cat and the 

        Fiddle" and "Hickory Dickory Dock".)
I
P
M
 (d) uses phonograms (cat,hat, sat, mat, fat, pat) when playing with rhymes.
I
P
P
M
 D. Vocabulary Skills

Children’s vocabulary acquisition is largely dependent upon interactions with adults. These may be occurring in one or more languages through talking about experiences, reading familiar stories, singing familiar songs, and playing word games.  Prekindergarten children experience rapid growth in their understanding of words and word meanings. Vocabulary knowledge reflects children’s previous experiences and growing knowledge of the world around them and is one of the most important predictors of later reading achievement. As children learn through experiences, including play, they develop concepts, acquire new words, and increasingly refine their understanding of words they already know.
**ASA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3

**CC 38-43
II.D.1. Child uses a wide variety of words to label and describe people, places,

             things, and actions. The child:
 (a) explains his favorite part of a fiction or nonfiction book that was read.
I
P
P
M
 (b) relates experiences from a field trip, using specific words to describe what 

        she saw and did, such as naming the tools the firefighter uses and how  

        the siren sounded.
I
P
P
M
 (c) uses words to communicate how he is feeling.
I
P
P
M
 (d) uses language to express common routines.
I
P
P
M
 (e) uses the new words introduced by the teacher while engaging in theme‐ 

        or content related activities and play.
I
P
P
M
 (f) uses the new words while engaging in child initiated play.
I
P
P
M
 (g) uses the new words during role play in the dramatic play center while 

        assuming the role of a cashier (scripts).
I
P
P
M
 (h) tells a classroom visitor about his experiences with the materials in the 

         science center, using appropriate terminology.
I
P
M
 (i) follows directions that use descriptive words 
I
P
P
M
II.D.2. Child demonstrates understanding of terms used in the instructional

            language of the classroom . The child:
 (a) follows directions during transitional times 
I
P
P
M
 (b) follows directions in songs to “put your hand over your head”, then

       “put your hand behind your back.”
I
P
P
M
 (c) understands directions given at center time 
I
P
P
M
 (d) points to appropriate pictures or objects when prompted.
I
P
P
M
 II.D.3. Child demonstrates understanding in a variety of ways or knowing the

             meaning of 3,000 to 4,000 words*, many more than he or she uses.    

             The child:
 (a) uses a new word when describing a picture in a book 
I
P
M
 (b) demonstrates understanding of new words by using the new word  

        appropriately 
I
P
M
 (c) demonstrates understanding of new concept by using simpler words to

        explain concept 
I
P
M
 (d) adds a connected idea to another child’s comment 
I
P
M
 (e) uses new words when engaged in child initiated play.
I
P
M
 II.D.5. Child uses category labels to understand how the words/objects relate to each other. The child:

 (a) answers questions at circle time about construction using a new word 

        learned from the pretend and learn hardware store.
I
P
M
 (b) labels and describes different kinds of insects.
I
P
M
 (c) identifies which objects are in a specific category and which are not.
I
P
P
M
II.D.6. Child increases listening vocabulary and begins to develop vocabulary of

            object names and common phrases in English. (ELL)  The child:
 (a) participates as a speaker and listener in group activities including 

        child‐initiated imaginative play 
I
P
P
M
 (b) follows directions when introduced to a situation.
I
P
P
M
 (c) responds appropriately to simple instructions given by the teacher       
I
P
P
M
 (d) follows a command using actions.
I
P
P
M
 (e) sequences story picture card
I
P
P
M
 (f) retells a story in his own words.
I
P
P
M
 (g) role plays or pantomimes stories.
I
P
P
M
 (h) listens attentively and responds to stories and poems 
I
P
P
M
 E. Sentences and Structure Skills

Effective communication requires that children use their knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, and sense of audience to convey meaning. Four‐year‐olds become increasingly adept at using language to express their needs and interests, to play and pretend, and to share ideas. Children’s use of invented words and the over generalization of language rules (for example, saying “foots” instead of “feet”) is a normal part of language acquisition. Sentence and grammatical complexity develops in young children with plenty of opportunity for rich conversation. It is important that time is spent in authentic

speaking opportunities. 
**ASA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
**CC 39-43
II.E.1. Child typically uses complete sentences of four or more words and

           grammatical complexity usually with subject, verb, and object order.
           The child:

  (a)  tells about a family experience using longer and more complex sentences.
I
P
M
 (b) participates in a long conversation  about the structure he is building in the block center.
I
P
M
 (c) answers questions and adds ideas using complete sentences while the  

        teacher leads the class to create a chart detailing what the children know 

       and want to know about an upcoming topic/concept.
I
P
M
II.E.2.Child uses regular and irregular plurals, regular past tense, personal

           and possessive pronouns, and subject‐verb agreement. The child:
 (a) uses the correct tense when describing something he did yesterday or last week.
I
P
M
 (b) says “went” although a younger classmate says “goed.” 
I
P
M
(c) identifies the work that is hers, using “my” and “mine” and those that

       belong to friends, using “his” or “her.”
I
P

M

II.E.3.Child uses sentences with more than one phrase. The child:
 (a) talks with a friend as they play using sentences with more than one   

        phrase 
I
P
P
M
 (b) participates in a circle time discussion, adding information in multiple

        phrases (“Birds build nests in the trees and then lay their eggs.”).
I
P
P
M
 (c) describes a family event, combining phrases to show sequence (“We   

         went to the grocery store and then drove back home.”).
I
P
P
M
II.E.4.Child combines more than one idea using complex sentences. The child:
 (a) describes what happened when she put the last block on the tower and it  

        fell.
I
P
P
M
 (b) tells a friend what to do when taking an order for pizza in a pretend

        restaurant.
I
P
P
M
 (c) reminds the teacher that he has to go get the notes to go home from the   

        office and hand them out to the children.
I
P
M
II.E.5.Child combines sentences that give lots of detail, sticks to the topic, and

Clearly communicates intended meaning. The child:
 (a) describes a family trip, combining sentences and giving lots of detail

      (“When my grandpa came over, we went to the park. We had fried    

      chicken, and played on the swings.”).
I
P
P
M
 (b) participates in a circle time discussion of butterflies, and builds on the  

        information from nonfiction books the teacher has read and previous  

        discussion by talking to the teacher when the child sees butterflies    

        outside later in the day.
I
P
P
M
 (c) asks many questions about the police officer when he comes to the

        classroom for a visit.
I
P
P
M
II.E.6.Child engages in various forms of nonverbal communication with those who do not speak her home language (ELL). The child:
 (a) uses gestures, or points to objects or people.
I
P
P
M
 (b) responds to greetings with simple words, gestures, and other

        nonverbal behavior.
I
P
P
M
 (c) uses gestures to communicate basic needs (points toward door when  

        needing to go to the restroom).
I
P
P
M
II.E.7.Child uses single words and simple phrases to communicate meaning in

           social situations (ELL). The child:
 (a) identifies by name a few familiar objects, people, and events 

I
P
P
M
 (b) speaks in isolated words (usually a single noun or verb), depending heavily  

      on gestures to express meaning.

I
P
P
M
II.E.8.Child attempts to use new vocabulary and grammar in speech (ELL). The child:

 (a) comprehends a limited number of common words and simple phrases in

       conversations held on topics of personal relevance 

I
P
P
M
 (b) comprehends and follows simple routine instructions for classroom  

       activities that depend on gestures and other contextual clues 

I
P
P
M

	 


